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Abstract

This descriptive-analytical study examines the contextualist or duty-based foundations of ethical
commitment in the principles and performance of international contracts. Ethical principles are fundamental
values that are based on the recognition of norms and beliefs accepted by the majority of society. The
economic efficiency of a contract is effectively dependent on ethical behavior, as ethical behavior is an
internal guarantee that creates trust, prevents opportunism, and ensures optimal commitment to obligations,
leading to the desirable outcome of minimizing transaction costs, maximizing wealth, efficiency, and
overall well-being. Invoking ethical principles without considering the desirability of exchange, as the point
of convergence between justice and efficiency, undermines commutative justice, as a contract that lacks
economic efficiency will not be fair either.
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